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In Water Wars, Wilson Says

Plan that meets needs of families, farmers, fish

By Elllot Diringer
Cirealcle Staff Writer

Socner or later, someone was going to
make the allusion, and when just the right
moment presented {tself, Governor Wilson
couid not resist,

Declaring yestarday to & roomtul of re-
portars that “pescs has broken cut amid the
water wars,” the governor theq turned to

onceand-{uture combat.

NEWS antz, invited them {0 sgn
their historic cease-{ire, and

. | ANALYSIS quipped, “We're lacking one
iy Yasser Arafat and Yitz

hak Rabin™ .

Indeed, although Calffornia’s travails
hardly rival those of the Middle Eust, the
gweeping last-minute zccord committing

pew water to the resuscitation of San Fran.
cisco Bay may well prove the most profound
step ever toward ending Callfornia’s long-
running water wars. .

1t secures more water for imperiled {izh
in the bay and the Sscramento-San Jeaquin
River Deits, It 2srures farmers and citles &
more predictable, if somewhat diminished,

supply. And it zats the stage {or new talks-

aimed at 3 lasting zolution to the “deita di-
lemma®

“Quite gimply, we have 2 plan that meets
the needs of the families, the farmers and
the fish,* declared Environmental Protec-
tion Agency chief Carol Browner, who flaw
out from Washington with Interior Secres
tary Bruce Babbitt to join in the signing,

“What we have here today,” she said, “is
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a triumph of common sexse over
politics as usual”

The deita, though a placs visit-
ed by few Californians, Is vital to
both the state’s econamy 2ad its
eavironment because ft {s the
state’s largest source of water,

A patchwork of islands aed le.
vees 50 miles esst of San Francisco
wihere the Sacramento and San
Joaquin rivers converge, the delta
captures nearly half the stata’s to-
tal runoff. It supplies farms up and
down the Central Valley, aed pro-
vides some or all of the drinidng
water {or two of every three Cali-
forniacs, from the Bay Areato Los
Angeles,

For 1 quarter<entury, siace
the state’s huge delta pumps were
switched on and the #sh began to
steadily deciine, environmestal
ists have been {ighting to recap-

. -ture some of the water diverted by
citles and farms and retura it to
the bay and deRa,

The agreement signed yester.
day is, in fact, the latest in a series
of measures repilocating Califor.
nia’s water back to {ts original us.
ers — {ish and other inhabitaats of
thestate's beleaguered rivers, bays
and wetlands,

But unlike other recent moves
— Congress' overhaul two years
ago of. the Central Valley Projecs,
and a recent ruling earlier this
year protecting Mono Lake — the
bay-delta accord is 2 craature of
consensus,

N\

Faced with a court deadline,
and the threat of federal {nterven.
tion, the three sides — urban,
farm, and environmentai interests
~ f{inally rolled up their sleaves
and started bargaining in earnest

The marathon negotiations he.
gan .months ago and ended late

.- Wednesday in a seven-page agres.
. ment that thrilled no one byt all
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WATER ACCORD
HIGHLIGHTS

W Centers on weter quality
stendards for the Sen
Frengiseo Bay end
Saeramento-Son Joaquin River
Deita. More fresh wetar wiil be
ailowed to flow through the
delta, holding down salt weter
intrusion.

X Provides mors reiiatle
supplies for cities and forms,
even though they wiil gat
somewhgt less watar, If more
water is needed for newiy
endangered species, it would
be purchased by the fadarci
government from water usars
wiiling to sell.

B Means faderai and stots
officials will jointly make
enviranmentai decisions in the
deita, with the overail ecology
in mind.

M Provides for closer
cocrdination of the faderal
ond state waterworks that
divert water from the deita,

| Calls for quemer
envr pr y
such as installation of fish
screens on water diversion
pipes along the Sceramento
ond San Joaquin rivers,
without increasing the costs of
water,
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could live with.

Although the agreement sets
out the basic {ramewark, it falls to
the state Water Resources Control
Board to decide who ultimately
will have to give up how much wa-
ter to the bay and delta, a process
that will begin next year.

.o And It envisions that during
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the gext three years, the parties
will keep negotiating and perhaps
strike agreement ca a lasting solu-
tion ~~ 3 way to reconflgure
plumbing in the deita so more wa-
ter can be captured for everyone.

“We don't pretend this agres.
ment is the f{inai answer,” said
Goveraor Wilson. “There will un.
doubtedly be some rough sledding
ghead.”

But for at least 2 brief moment
yesterday, state, {ederal and pri-
vate interests more iccustomed to
treating one anather as adversar-
fes celebrated a virtual love-fest,
taking turps crediting one and all
{or their {ine achievement

Taere were, of course, detrac.
tors.

Sezator Tom Hayden, who has
Just taken over as chairman of the
Natural Resources and Wildlife
Committes, said he planned hear-
ings on the “environmental ade
quacy” of the agresment.

_“1 cannot suppart 2 compro-
uise that puts salmon at the risic of
extipction,” said Hayden, “while
we wviaste water and reckleesiy
overdevelop Southern Catifarnia

L Y

F-000004



